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Dear Brother Maziyar,

This is an excellent piece of document. As you know,
"violence against women" is one of the global campaigns of
IndustriALL Global Union. | have immediately passed it
forward to our Women Department.

Using this opportunity, | wish you and your colleagues
Happy New Year. Best regards, Kemal Ozkan

Assistant General Secretary IndustriALL Global Union
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Person of the Year

Dr. Pardis Sabeti, 38

Geneticist who sequenced the Ebola genome from the outbreak

1 think I first encountered Ebola from the
movie Outbreak. Then there was the book
The Hot Zone. It's the type of thing you either
read and say, “Oh wow, that’s terrifying,” or
you read it and say, “Oh wow, I want to do
that.” I read it and said, “"Oh wow, I want do
that.”

With my colleagues in Africa and at the Broad
Institute [of MIT and Harvard], we had for a
y that there

long time considered the possi

could be Ebola circulating in West Africa. One
of the many reasons we thought that could be
the case was that often we see Ebola cases
centered where there are a lot of chimp
populations. One of the only places where
Ebola at
We considered

there were chimps that didn’t ha
that point was West Afri
the possibility that the v

1s could have been
circulating undetected in populations for
many years, misdiagnosed as other discases
that look similar, like malaria or typhoid
fever.

1d, follow
Ebola news closely. We all have alerts on

We, like everybody else in the fi

various systems for anything that comes up

on these viruse

, and we saw the alert on


https://www.facebook.com/tavaana/photos/a.270539332992087.64943.102219203157435/838887519490596/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/tavaana/photos/a.270539332992087.64943.102219203157435/838887519490596/?type=1
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This teacher unions’ activist added at the end: “While
the government and the Ministry of Education have
kept the educators money in their bank accounts,
teachers are forced to endure the pressure of difficult
economic conditions.”

Source: http://sfelezkar.com/?p=451

An Interesting Piece of News:

No Comments!

Today, January 3™, 2015, the Ministry of Education
announced that it offers every student of private (fee
paying) schools in Iran 10 million Toumans (US$3.30)
loan so that they are able to pay their school tuition.

This is called the Minister of Education subservient to

the capitalists.
From Felezkar’s Farsi bulletin Payam Sandika, No. 34, December 2014

Strike at Sangrood Coalmine

Since this morning 150 coalminers within the tunnels
of at west Alborz Sangrood mine have gone on strike,
protesting against the plans to close the mine, 8
months of unpaid wages and the issue of early
retirement for workers with hazardous and physically
demanding jobs.

~ - &
Undoubtedly the news of this strike will be spreading
within the next hours and the entire mine will be on
strike. These miners have taken refuge in the tunnels
underground in order to neutralise management and
security forces tactics because they have real
experience of the security force entering the mine’s
compound, detention of labour activists, and arrest
and trial of the secretary of the miners association at
Chadormaloo mine. The strikers’ leaders took refuge
in the mine before the other miners. They want their
demands to be implemented and they have taken

4|Page

oath of solidarity together to remain in the mine till
the end.

Union of Metalworkers and Mechanics of Iran, while
supporting the workers’ demands has warned against
any attempts by the security forces to enter the mine
and holds the management and the ministry of labour
responsible for the consequences of the security
forces getting into Sangrood mine.

The Union of Metalworkers and Mechanics of Iran
January 7, 2015

A metal worker’s report from Iran
Khodro (IKCO)

Many want to know the routes of how the strike at
IKCO (aka Iran Khodro Industrial Group) began. The
workers at Iran Khodro are aware of the situation of
workers at Pars Khdro and Saipa [Auto manufacturing
plants], so they have been closely following the news
regarding the protests and strikes at these two plants
against the low wages. Therefore, it occurred to us
[Iran Khodro workers], why should not we make use of
this type of strike [hunger strike].

' B
On 7™ January 2015 the hunger strike began by not
taking food from the factory’s canteen, from sections
of the southern wing of the plan that houses the main
assembly lines and on the same day it spread to all
other parts of the plant’s southern wing. In other
words, the workers went to the factory but threw out
their food into the garbage bins. Next day all workers
in the factory refused to go to the canteen, when the
workers at the north wing of Iran Khodro that includes
the paint shop, production lines of L90 and Pars
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as a consequence of the failure of the ineffective
management of the Bus Company, more than half of
the workers did not receive any money for housing.
And those workers that under the pressure from the
Company management took membership of the
Housing Cooperative, whose management Committee
were all from the management of the Company,
including the Chief Executive, and the group of bus
drivers who have paid more than seventy percent of
the price of the promised houses and were supposed
to have moved into ther homes are still wandering.

0 —

Unfortunately the progress of the project has been
only 40% and those workers who have taken the
delivery of their homes after years of delay, find that
the houses lack sufficient facilities and the Housing Co-
op is asking more than the signed contracted value.
This morning Mr Haghani, a member of the City
Council, during his speech reminded the Council about
the 2005 bus drivers protest strike and the importance
of taking notice of the demands of the workers.
Following the negotiation between the workers
representatives and Council officials and agreement
on addressing the workers’ demands in the coming
days, the workers protest was concluded after sixteen
hours.

Workers slogans at the rally were: Workers hate
discrimination and betrayal; Sacked drivers should be
given their jobs back; Shame on the incompetent
managers; Our housing has disappeared and managers
are sleep!; Mayor Ghalibaaf! Don’t forget we can go
on strike!; The management betrays us and the mayor
supports them.
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Quoted from the website of the Union of Tehran Bus
Transit Workers (VAHED)
Source: http://sfelezkar.com/?p=461#more-461

Teachers Protest Delayed Pays

Members of Teachers Trade Association of Iran (ITTA)
reported: three months delayed pay for “Extra-
teaching" of nearly half a million teachers

More than three months after the start of the new
academic year, the payment for extra teaching (extra
to contracted hours) of teachers has not been paid.
This is despite the fact that more than half of the
1,013,000 teachers employed by the Ministry of the
Education are undertaking additional teaching hours in
the schools.

Mohammad Reza Nicknezhad, a teachers’
representative announced this news to ILNA and said:
“Extra teaching pay of educators has not been paid
after more than three months since the start of the
current academic year.” He also spoke about another
one of educators’ complaints: The pay for marking
exam papers and to monitor exams in June and
September 2014 haven’t been paid. This is at a time
when the pay for marking exam papers and
monitoring exams in previous years also haven’t been
paid yet. He added: “There is no justification for three
months delay in the payment of “extra teaching”
considering the current economic situation in the
country. This will only fuel discontent and the
widening of dissatisfaction amongst teachers of the
Ministry of Education and the government
performance.”



