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Steeled for the

struggle

In an exclusive Inmhwh..llm Green for Iran Today

spaaks o Maziyar Gilaninajhad, the leader of the Unlon
of Metalworkers and Mechanics of lran (UMMI), about
tha current state of the trade union movemant in lran

JG How would you assess the state of the trade

jon movement in ran?  In particular, how would you

dusu-lbe the mnudu of employers, do théy hawve any belief
in the essential role of rade unions?

MG: In the current situation in Iran, the attitude of the
employers 5 not good.  They sbll do not recognise
independant rade unions and their activity. With the
Bogging of the Aghdameh miners in June, as a punishment
for prolesting against heir condions, we are antedng a
néw phase whére employers can easily complain about
such activity and thereby condemn them. Employers see
activities and operation of trade unions as cbalacles to
their exploflation and profieering.  Govemment economic

i

mare
application of Iranian labour law declanng them Free
Eﬁgnormcw Trade Zonaes.

JG: 15 the labour law properly implemented in iran?
MG: The issue of the enforcement of such laws
anywhers in e world depends on the balance of power
batween the labour movemant and govemnment. In Iran, on
some basic and ftrivial issues, we can challenge the
mwmmtmvmm ol workers' ;?ms
Regarding the key macho mtua-.-. the provisions the
labour law are aside and nobody excepl the
workers see themsalves as cbligated to implament theem.

JG: What |8 your opinion aboul the fermal institutions
such as the House of Labour and Islamic Labour Councils?
Have these nstilutions ewer played a8 posiive rola in
changing the situation of workers in Iran?

MG: The House of Labour or the Islamic Labour
Councils are controlled by the Mimstry of Labouwr and do not
have any independen whatsosver,  As well as
mam being govemmentcontrolied, they are eclogicaly
dnciusivg,

Belied in Islam (s & fundamenial pre-conditon of
mambership, These bodies ane religious organisations that
operate to promote govarnment pobcies and instructions in
e work place. These institutions coordinate their activities
with the Ministry of Labour and the employers against the
wade unicn movemen. Recen examgples of this inchude
Bhair connivance in the recent flogging of the mineworkers
for protesting against their condiions, or their part in

Iva

rali & mirTuT Wape that was ai
st ??5% less than the govermnment.
defined poventy ling

predidency, Mt Tehan” promited
mey, Mr i promi
that he would attend to labour issues
and the question of trade union
freedoms Has his govemment
deliverad on this promisa?

MG: Unfortunately, despite his
promise to implement the law, be did
not fulfil that  His Ministry of Labaur
hawe not only has avoided Imur

responsibites in deali -mth
disputes  betesen
amployers, il have also Taul-acl 10
mwon: the imercention of security
cas in atacking strikes.

T men is dragging its feet
in relation to the payment of an exira
£4 housing allowance, while senior

ment officers have enjoyed a

mcrease  in their  salanes.
Imports  continue  unabated  while
domastic  industies are  still in
PECELSion

Unamployment and povesty are
creating havec but the ruinous
prescripions  of the International

implernanted nonetheless The
govemmen! seams marely concemed
with providing cheap labour for
formign investors
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